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H A L E s 

Jn Virginia J aramill o 's pa int ings, the handlin g is deadpan and 

consistent with that mode known as ·hard edge '. Since moving 

lo New York five yea r ago her paintin g has gone from str engt h 

to st rength. A me ticul ous craft -oriente d art ist. Virginia Jara millo 
approaches her work with a certain ve rve which serve as a 

perfect anti-dote lo an alti tude toward li fe situate d in alienatio n. 

he eschews the painterly which she considers that aspect of 

' Lhe fu ion of aesthetic theory and plast ic image ' opposed lo linea r 

perspect ive. Tied to Vermeer as so much o f thi s work seems lo 

st rive lo be, select ive crudeness or phy ical everi ty is eliminated 

Uuough a process of conceptua l volition. Aeling upon the paint 

engenders a sort of alarming taint of preselected choice, watch ful. 

care ful of the areas to be painted. how pa inted and the a rrange

ment o f those areas lo be pa inted . What bursts the seam of this 

almost hermet ically possessed hand ling is not ju t the hun dreds 

of yea rs which . eparate M iss Ja rmi llo and Vermeer, and more than 

ju st sim1)ly the architect ura l dominance of abst ract ion defmcd 

within the arb itra ry linear fram ing edge . but a re pon e lo paint 

more physical than cereb ra l. Green Da um. a hand some work done 

this yea r casts a shadow or perhaps 'light' ove r much that can be 

seen in her studio. Thi s work . some 6' x 7'. is a simple but power ful 

slateme nt abo ut green . Th i. j u t off quare- shape d recta ngle is a 

tighliy pa inted . but avo idini: fussy. field of green cha rged with a 

lightening 'whip' of acrid lemon yclloll' line. undulati ng acros the 

lop right hand corner of the pa inting \\'ith no appa rent purpo se 

except dynamit e. As green goes. it possesses little which echoes 

anything lit erally sti rring outside paint. and very much the ame 

' inside'. H owever , that yellow as thought stealth ily bringing back 

inside the painting mu ch of what was being forced off in order to 

control the objecl ness of th is slab. t ies up a state ment of real 

powe r. An ear lier piece . say the one of 1965: it consist s of two 

sensuou curved shapes decked out in shiny black, yellow and 

green ji>aint, vy ing for atte nt ion in sha llow relief, which a looping 

red line, painted in that same thin ha rd manner. does little lo 

vit iate . Jn fac t , like the shape s and the areas between them. the 

line comes up in caked thin relief as though the taped dema rca t ion 

point prevents any involvement from one area to the next. 

f' irgi111a Jma 1uiflo 1 Green Dawn (19i 0)1 6' x 7'. 
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